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Elis picked to fill vacant scat on Fredericksburg City Council
September 18, 2008 12:16 am
BY EMILY BATTLE

Fredericksburg City Council members picked Brad Ellis last night to represent
Ward 1 for the 21 months left in the term Marvin Dixon won in 2006, Dixon
resigned last month to return to California to tend to sick family members,

Ellis, 37, is an analyst with Booz Allen Hamilton. He serves on the vestry of
St. George's Episcopal Church.

He has volunteered his time with several community nonprofits and says he's
an avid cyclist and runner with a keen interest in making sure the city trails
plan comes to fruition.

Ellis and Bryan Meitts spent two hours on Tuesday night answering questions
from council members about their positions on city issues and how they would §
approach the job.

Last night's selection meeting was quick. Councilman George Soiley made the Ellis
motion to appoint Ellis, Vice Mayor Kerry Devine gave it a second and within
10 minutes, the vole was unanimous.

Before voting, Councilman Matt Kelly said that while he thought both candidates were qualificd, he supported
Metts because "Bryan has been attending City Council meetings regularly long before [Dixon] even announced
his resignation."

Metts frequently comments on council matters on his In the Burg blog and has applied in the past to serve on
the city Planning Comrmission.

Kelly said he voted to appoint Ellis because he thought he was qualified and he wanted the vote to be
unanimous.

Solley said he thought all six men who applied to fill Dixon's seat were good candidates, and "1 would hope the
people who showed interest would continue to be involved in city issues.”

Councilman Hashmel Turner said the choice was difficult, and even though he had leaned toward Metts earlier,
he thought Ellis offered good leadership experience.

Ellis will be sworn in as a councilman at next Tuesday's council meeting,
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Pr. William may suspend roads projects over
budget woes

By David Sherfinski
Examiner Staff Writer 9/15/08

Prince William County is planning to freeze hiring in a transportation program and has indefinitely
stopped numerous roads projects as budget concerns mount.

Seven road projects are on hold due to a lack of revenues from bond sales, including Route 28, Route [
and Prince William Parkway.

The agency that handles bonds for roads projects has eight vacancies, only one of which is expected to
be filled. Employees are beginning to leave because the budget is not expected to improve anytime soon,
County Executive Craig Gerhart said.

Most of the positions have not been filled because county officials are not sure when the roads projects
will be able to start up again, and the county plans to recommend an official hiring freeze.

The county Department of Transportation undertakes road projects that voters approve through road
bond referendums. Once projects are approved, the county is authorized to sell bonds to fund the
projects.

Gerhart said that because the road bonds are paid through issuing debt, and the debt service cannot
legally exceed 10 percent of revenues, road projects figure to be severely hampered, given current cash
restrictions.,

Because of the housing market’s struggles this year, there was a decline in revenue from real estate, so
the county cannot issue as many bonds, county spokeswoman Liz Bahrns said.

Four road projects were started in 2005, five in 2006 and four in 2007, but only one in 2008. Even with
current revenue restrictions, three are planned for 2009, six for 2010 and two for 2011, but none
afterward if current revenue and budget trends hold, according to a county report.

Prince William supervisors last week voted to slash more than $1 million from local agencies because of

cutbacks due to state revenue shortfalls,
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Gerhart said the county planned to continue construction on the new Route 1 south project because it
already bought most of the rights-of-way necessary to complete the project, and to stop it would be “a
pretty massive breaking of faith with the community.”

Gridlock: Prince William road projects on hold

Route 1 (Dale Boulevard to Featherstone)

Route 28 (Vint Hill Road to Route 234)

Minnieville Road (Spriggs Road to Route 234)

Prince William Parkway (Hoadly Road to Minnieville Road)
University Boulevard

Route 28 (Vint Hill Road to Fitzwater Drive)

Rollins Ford Road

dsherfinskil@dcexaminer.com
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